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Lﬂw Ministerul Educatiei, Cercetérii si Tineretului

Inspectoratul Scolar al Municipiului Bucuresti
e LIMPIADA DE LIMBA ENGLEZA 2008 — 2009 - Etapa pe scoala — clasa a X-a —varianta 1

I. (15 points) Read the text below and decide which variant A, B, C or D best fits each space:

What do London and Edinburgh have in___ (1)? Well, they are both popular destinations for
tourists (2) to learn about the cultural heritage of Britain. For those who don't like walking or are
(3) about polluting the environment, a pedicab is a(an) (4) way to get about.

_The pedicab, is a sophisticated version of the rickshaw, a (5) of transport that has been popular in the
Far East for many years. (6), it is a lightweight tricycle which can carry up to three passengers. lts
power is provided by your driver, a fit cyclist! A short ride of around half a mile (7) £3 per passenger,
which is rather expensive, but there is no shortage of customers, with some drivers (8) up to 40 miles
and carrying different sets of passengers during a (9) eight-hour shift.

The vehicles are very popular with tourists. In London, for example, you can enjoy a visit to a theatre and
then (10) a pedicab ride to one of the many restaurants in Soho or West End. You won't find one in
the daytime, as they only (11) in the evenings. They have also become a popular mode of transport
for weddings, birthday parties and so on. In Edinburgh, there are now 40 pedicabs (12) tourists
between the city's many attractions.

Some people are not (13) on the idea of pedicabs,

(14) taxi drivers. However, it seems that

they are here to (15), adding yet another dimension to Britain’s vibrant culture.

1. A share B common C standard D stock

2. A anxious B keen C eager D enthusiastic

3. A regarded B afraid C concerned D troubled

4. A classic B model C fine D ideal

5. A style B shape C form D pattern

6. A However B Basically C Really D Surely

7. A costs B selis C pays D amounts

8. A moving B covering C crossing D passing

9. A normal B standard C typical D usual

10. A take B hold C grab D seize

el A act B function C operate D work

12. A bringing B sporting C ferrying D moving

13. A intense B keen C fond D eager

14. A specially B really C especially D specifically

15; A stop B keep C remain D stay

Il. (10 points) Fill the gaps in the text below with ONE suitable word.

There are many simple ways to (1) energy. The most obvious is to turn things (2) and unplug
them (3) we are not using them. (4) time we leave a room, we should turn out the (5). If
you are going away (6) more than a day, you can unplug electric appliances (7) the TV and the
cooker and lower the settings on the refrigerator. (8) we all contributed (9) saving energy, our

world would be a much (10) place.

Ili. (10 points) Read the text below and use the words given in capitals below to form words that fit in the gaps.
The words in capitals are given in the order you need to use them:

SPECTACLE, CREDIBLE, EXPERIENCE, WALK, COAST, MEMORY, ESTABLISH, WARM, CHOOSE, BROAD
Discover the most . (1) countryside in Britain on a Land Trek walking holiday. We offer a(n) (2)
range of walking holidays and short breaks around Britain, but they all have one thing in common. They are
led by our own (3) guides, who can really bring the countryside to life for you and your fellow

(4).

Follow in the footsteps of the Roman Legionnaires along Hadrian’s Wall or hike from shore to shore across
England. Go along the (5) paths of Cornwall or climb England’s highest mountain in the Lake District.
To make your holiday a(n) (6) experience, you can stay in a friendly guesthouse or small family-run
hotels. We inspect every (7) and select them for the (8) of welcome and high quality facilities.
With daily departures and such a wide (9) of holidays in beautiful destinations, you can easily create

your perfect holiday. Do not forget that travelling (10) the mind by giving us an understanding of our
or other cultures.
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IV. (15 points) Put the verbs in brackets in the right tense and voice:

| was brought up to save and not spend. “You have to plan for your future, son’, my father (1-to say).
. So | (2-to watch) every penny. My friends were different. If they wanted something, they (3-to
buy) it. When | was eighteen, my two best friends (4- to decide) to travel the world for a year. They
(5-to plan) it for some time and wanted me to join them. All | could think of was the money it (6-
to cost). | said no. The difference is that my friends (7-to see) the world and are much richer for it.
_Through (8-to meet) other people and (9-to see) other cultures, you learn more about yourself
and about life. In many ways, travel (10-to wake) you up. Most of the people you meet when you
(11- to travel) face more hardships in one day than you (12-may) face in a life time. In this way,
traveliing (13-to humble) you. Some of the happiest people | (14-to meet) are some of the
world’s poorest. You cannot but (15-to learn) from seeing this.

V. (5 points) Rephrase the following sentences so that the meaning stays the same:

1. They sent us all the documents on time.

WE oot ot G e e gt o s .
2. | couldn't enter the house because | had lost my keys.

M i 08 3 e B RE P  Ee S .-

3. I'msure he was seriously ill if he neither came nor called.

He oo e b R i A
4. ‘What are you going to do about it?’, they asked him.

TREYaSKEANIM .. ..ccccvrnenovnegnsiciss i iss nas s dins 550 355 55 550t s

| prefer to play golf much more than watch it.

o
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VI. (5 points) Find the 5 unnecessary words in the text below. Write the unnecessary word in the grid
on the answer sheet underlining it and also writing the word that follows (e.g. the house)

Buffalo Bill and men like him had hunted the American bison to extinction. In 1900, with the West tamed,
there they were only a few hundred buffaloes left. Today, there are thousands. Their meat is in to demand for
buffalo burgers. A buffalo steak is the smart thing to place order, and restaurants throughout the United
States have supplies on flown in daily.

VIi. (10 points) The following text contains 10 mistakes. Find them and write the correct variants on
the answer sheet.

Like a child he was not top of the class: ‘| was always being an autodidact. | didn't always believe what the
teachers told us, so | would look in books to check.' His first love was not mathematics but language -
therefore it was like a code to be cracked. He smiles angelicaly as he is remembering how much he used
loving declining the most difficult french verbs in the imperfect subjunctive. 'l even been tried to create a new
language.’ At the age of nine he was given a calculator. 'l could seen it had all these extra buttons - for the
squire root and so on.

VIIl. (5 points) Arrange the sentences below in such a way as to build a logical paragraph.

A. Think of all the things that can be blue: the sky, the sea, a bird, a flower, our eyes and even our clothes.
B. You only have to look around to see that blue is everywhere.

C..Of all colours in the world, | like the colour blue the most.

D. In fact, without the colour blue our world would be very dull.

E. It is celebrated in our daily lives through culture, nature and the environment

IX. (25 points) Write a 150-word paragraph in which you describe a Moonlit Night on the Beach.
Remember to use specific details and colourful adjectives to help make your description seem real to your
reader!

SCRIETI RASPUNSURILE PE FOAIA DE RASPUNS (ANSWER SHEET). BARATI TOATE SPATIILE
NECOMPLETATE. TIMP DE LUCRU: 3 ORE. NU SE ACORDA PUNCTE DIN QFICIU.
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